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“Colors All Our Own”


Music: Michael Goldberg


Lyrics: Eric Worden


Written For: WHRO Colors All Our Own Race Initiative





(intro)


brick by brick


stone by stone


we will build a bridge called America


feel the glow


of a rainbow


made with colors all our own





(verse 1) 


land of the free


that is what my father promised me


color or creed


since our ancestors were freed





equality


it remains the promise of the land I love


no slavery...


a life of liberty...


it is our destiny





day by day


hand in hand


we will stretch our arms across the promised land


from the north


from the south 


to the home of the brave 


brick by brick


stone by stone


we will build a bridge called America


feel the glow


of a rainbow


made with colors all our own





(verse 2)


I share the dream


freedom rings from the highest tree


Martin once asked


“Are we really free at last?”�
proud of my skin


let me share the heritage I hold within


lines on my face


history can’t replace


I’m part of the human race!





one by one


word by word


we will seek our happiness undeterred


from the west (we came)


from the east


to this sanctuary


life by life


thread by thread


we will sew a quilt called America


we belong


make it strong


weaving with colors all our own





(bridge)


give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses


let us teach unity among the classes


people of color tell your family story


we are the fabric of our flying glory


it’s time for sharing


it’s time for caring


it’s time to lift your voice and sing...





day by day


hand in hand


we will stretch our arms across the promised land


from the north


from the south 


to the home of the brave 


brick by brick


stone by stone


we will build a bridge called America


feel the glow


of a rainbow


made with colors all our own
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General Information


Song Title: “Colors All Our Own”


Music: Michael Goldberg


Lyrics: Eric Worden


Non-Profit Agency: WHRO Colors All Our Own Race Initiative





Suggested Grade Levels for the Lesson: 5, 6


Subject Areas: English, Computer/Technology, History and Social Science, Art





The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities.





English 


5.1�
The student will listen, draw conclusions, and share responses in


subject-related group learning activities.�
�
5.2�
The student will use effective nonverbal communication skills�
�
5.3�
The student will make planned oral presentations.�
�
5.5�
The student will read a variety of literary forms, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 


• Describe the characteristics of free verse, rhymed, and patterned poetry.


• Describe how author's choice of vocabulary and style contribute to the quality and enjoyment of selections.�
�
5.7�
The student will write for a variety of purposes: to describe, to inform, to entertain, and to explain�
�
6.2�
The student will listen critically and express opinions in oral presentations.�
�
6.6�
The student will read and write a variety of poetry.


• Describe the visual images created by language.


• Describe how word choice, speaker, and imagery elicit a response from the reader.�
�
6.8�
The student will use writing as a tool for learning in all subjects.


• Paraphrase what is heard or read.


• Summarize what is heard or read. �
�






Computer/Technology


C/T


5.3�
The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.


• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access information from electronic databases.�
�
C/T


5.4�
The student will communicate through application software.


• Use local and worldwide network communication systems. �
�
�



C/T


8.2�
The student will communicate through networks and telecommunication.


• Use local and worldwide network communication systems.


• Develop hypermedia "home page" documents that can be accessed by worldwide networks.�
�
C/T


8.4�
The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.


• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access and retrieve information from electronic databases. �
�



History and Social Science 


5.3�
The student will describe colonial America, with emphasis on


• the factors that led to the founding of the colonies, including escape from religious persecution, economic opportunity, release from prison, and military adventure.�
�
5.7�
The student will identify causes, key events, and effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction, with emphasis on


• critical developments in the war, including . . .  the Emancipation Proclamation.


• basic provisions and postwar impact of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States Constitution.


• the impact of Reconstruction policies on the South.�
�
5.8�
The student will interpret patriotic slogans and excerpts from notable speeches and 


documents in United States History up to 1877.�
�
6.1�
The student will explain how, following the Civil War, massive immigration,


combined with the rise of big business, heavy industry, and mechanized farming transformed American life, with emphasis on


• why various immigrant groups came to America, some of the obstacles they faced, and the important contributions they made. �
�
6.9�
The student will interpret patriotic slogans and excerpts from notable speeches in 


United States History since 1877 including " I have a dream . . ."�
�






Lesson Topics


	• Song Analysis and Interpretation


	• Creation of original art


	• Discussion of history and social studies-related themes





Descriptive Overview


Students will listen to a song and participate in a group discussion. Each student will then create a quilt square to represent a part of their own heritage, and write a song verse to explain their quilt square. Quilt pieces will be assembled into a quilt. Pictures of the quilt will be posted on the website. Student-written verses of the song will also be posted on the website. 





Advantages of Medium


Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.





Lesson Specifics


Lesson Objectives/Goals The student will:


•�
listen as the song is played.�
�
•�
read the song silently and orally.�
�
•�
participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song.�
�
•�
identify and interpret images in the song.�
�
•�
identify the historical references in the song. �
�
•�
create a quilt square that shows their interpretation of the song.�
�
• �
write a verse for the song to accompany their quilt square.�
�
• �
work collaboratively to design and post a web page containing students' completed work.�
�



Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills


•�
The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.�
�
•�
The student must be able to identify figurative language.�
�
•�
The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.�
�
•�
The student should be familiar with the writing process.�
�



Learning Environment


Standard classroom with tape recorder and computer with Internet access and software for creating webpages.





Instructional Set


The teacher should provide pictures of various immigrant groups from the 17th century to the present. Ask students to describe the pictures and tell what they know about each group. Also bring in pictures of patchwork quilts and ask students how our country is like a patchwork quilt. 





Gaining Attention


Ask students to look around the room for 30 seconds, then close their eyes. Then ask them to tell all of the colors they remember seeing. 





Orienting the Lesson


Tell students they will be listening to a song called “Colors All Our Own.” Ask what they think the song may be about. Tell students to listen to the lyrics to discover the meaning of the title. 





Stimulating Recall of Prerequisites


Done according to teacher's judgment of the needs of the students.





Key Questions Use the questions for discussion or written essays. 


1.�
What do you think the title means, now that you have heard the song?�
�
2.�
What do you think the song means?�
�
3.�
What colors is  the composer talking about? �
�
4.�
What does the composer want the people who hear the song to do?�
�
5.�
What images do the words create for you?�
�
6.�
What images does the music create for you?�
�
7.�
To what historical events does the line "since our ancestors were freed" refer? (Possible responses include the original English settlers who came to America to escape religious persecution, the Revolutionary War, and the Emancipation Proclamation that freed the slaves.)�
�
8.�
How is America a promised land? �
�
9.�
To whom is the song referring in the line "Martin once asked are we really free at last?" How does this line relate to the rest of the song? (Martin Luther King, Jr., a leader of the Civil Rights movement to gain equality for the African-Americans)�
�
10.�
How would you answer Martin's question? �
�
11.�
To what does the author compare America? Do you think this is an effective comparison?�
�
12.�
How is America like a quilt? �
�
13.�
What is a sanctuary? How was/is America a sanctuary? (A discussion of immigration policies would be appropriate here.) �
�
14.�
To what is the author referring in the line "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses?"  (These words are at the base of the Statue of Liberty.)�
�
15.�
To what does the line "let us teach unity among the classes" refer? (Discuss the concept of social classes.) �
�
16.�
To what does the phrase "our flying glory" refer? (This is a metaphor for the flag of the United States.) �
�



Teaching Strategies


1.�
Listen to song as a whole class.�
�
2.�
Display lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students.�
�
3.�
Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Have a student from each group read the summaries aloud and invite comments from the rest of the students.�
�
4.�
Use the Key Questions with the whole class, assign one or several questions to small groups to answer, or ask students to write answers to one or several questions. �
�
5.�
Discuss the metaphors in the song lyrics. (building a bridge, rainbow, sewing a quilt, our flying glory)�
�
6.�
See the art lesson plans for more detailed directions on creating an original artwork to interpret the song. Suggestions for art work are:


• make individual quilt blocks and assemble them into a group quilt


• design a rainbow to symbolize the United States�
�






Terminology/Vocabulary


• ancestors�
people from whom one is descended


. . . since our ancestors were freed


�
�
• destiny�
 a predetermined course of events; fact


a life of liberty . . .  is our destiny


�
�
• undeterred�
without being prevented or discouraged


we will seek our happiness undeterred


�
�
• sanctuary�
a place of safety or refuge


to this sanctuary


�
�
• huddled masses�
groups of people all crowded together


give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses


�
�
• classes�
a social rank where members share social, cultural, or economic characteristics


let us teach unity among the classes


�
�
• flying glory�
a metaphor for the country's flag 


we are the fabric of our flying glory�
�



Practice


Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their written verse and art project. 





Assessment


Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion; creation of quilt, verse, and web page may all be used for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components.  





Enhancements


Discuss the WHRO Colors Initiative with students. 





Extensions Work with students to complete any of the following activities:


1. �
View web pages based on this lesson created by other classes participating in the MAGIC Curriculum Project. They will communicate their comments on the web page via E-Mail.�
�
2.�
Read fiction and nonfiction works relating to topics in U. S. history such as slavery and immigration. Prepare a short oral or written report. �
�
3. �
Read biographies of key people such as Martin Luther King, Jr. and Abraham Lincoln. Give an oral presentation from the point of view of that person, and discuss timely topics. �
�
4.�
. Visit the WHRO website at www.whro.org to find out more about the Colors Initiative. At the homepage, click on Colors All Our Own. �
�
5. �
Watch one or more of the Instructional Television programs available through WHRO and other Public Television stations. 


• Images of America: Dress, City, Sports, Food, War 


• Geography in U. S. History


• Tracks: Impressions of America: The Urbanization of America


• America Past: The Abolitionists, Social Life, The Industrial North, The Antebellum South


• Events of the 20th Century: Martin Luther King, A conversation with Rosa Parks, Lessons of the Holocaust


• A New People: The American Mosaic


• Church Street: Harlem of the South�
�
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About The WHRO Colors All Our Own Race Initiative


(from the WHRO Website) 





Contact: Margaret Padilla


Address: 5200 Hampton Boulevard, Norfolk


Telephone: 757-889-9400


Website: www.whro.org/colors








This year public broadcasting viewers and listeners in Hampton Roads and across the country can take advantage of a series of public television and public radio programs dealing with the vital issue of race relations in America. This initiative, especially in Hampton Roads, offers an unprecedented opportunity for us to understand our shared history as Americans...the past we have to come to terms with and the future we have to build. 





Using the power of storytelling, public broadcasting hopes to establish a focal point for sustained dialogue and problem solving around the issues of race relations in America.





WHRO is participating in this initiative by creating its own unique community outreach project to bring these national efforts together under a regional umbrella of broadcast programs, events and special educational materials. partnerships with Colonial Williamsburg, Nauticus, and others will offer our citizens, especially our students, access to educational conferences, special exhibitions, and electronic field trips. 
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