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“Garden in the Sky”

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Written for: Busch Gardens 

GARDEN IN THE SKY

(Verse 1)

Hunters of the sky

Hear the raptors cry

(Seethe) Peregrine dive

What would you do to keep the wild alive?

(Chorus)

Flight for survival

Start the revival...

Make a pact, bring it back, habitat

Garden in the sky

Bring it back, habitat

See the flowers fly

Bring it back, habitat

Garden in the sky....

(Verse 2)

Falcon and Hawk

If they could only talk

What do you think they would say?

Could you do your best to take pollution away?

(Chorus)

Flight for survival

Start the revival...

Make a pact, bring it back, habitat

Garden in the sky

Bring it back, habitat

See the flowers fly

Bring it back, habitat

Garden in the sky....

(Verse 3)

Help the Birds of Prey...

Raise the social consciousness of preservation

Restore the balance of animal conservation

Won't you help us children?

Won't you help us children?

It's live or die

You can help us fly!

Create a sanctuary...a wildlife haven

Where man can live side-by-side with the eagle and raven

Birds of a feather

Extinction's forever

Bring it back, habitat

Garden in the sky..... 

General Information

Song Title: “Garden in the Sky”

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Non-Profit Agency: 

Lesson Plan developed by Barbara Linde

Suggested Grade Levels for the Lesson: 1-12
Subject Areas: English, Computer/Technology, Science, Art

Virginia Standards of Learning

The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities. Teachers are encouraged to consult the Standards of Learning for their grade level, as additional Standards may also apply. 

English 

	1.10
	The student will read familiar stories, poems, or passages with fluency and expression. 

	2.7
	The student will read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry using a variety of strategies independently. 

	3.4
	The student will use strategies to read a variety of printed materials (nonfiction, fiction, poetry).

	4.6
	The student will read a variety of poetry. 

	5.5
	The student will read a variety of literary forms, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	6.6
	The student will read and write a variety of poetry.

	7.5
	The student will read and a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	8.3
	The student will apply knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, including short stories, essays, speeches, lyric and narrative poems, plays, and novels. 

	9.3
	The student will read and analyze a variety of literature. 

	10.3
	The student will read and critique literary works from a variety of eras in a variety of cultures.

	11.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 

	12.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 


Computer/Technology

	C/T

5.3
	The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access information from electronic databases.

	C/T

5.4
	The student will communicate through application software.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems. 


	C/T

8.2
	The student will communicate through networks and telecommunication.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems.

• Develop hypermedia "home page" documents that can be accessed by worldwide networks.

	C/T

8.4
	The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access and retrieve information from electronic databases. 


Science (extension activities)

	1.5
	The student will investigate and understand that animals, including 

people, have life needs and specific physical characteristics and can

be classified according to certain characteristics.

	2.5
	The student will investigate and understand that living things are part

of a system. 

	3.6
	The student will investigate and understand that environments support

a diversity of plants and animals that share limited resources. 

	4.5
	The student will investigate and understand how plants and animals

in an ecosystem interact with one another and the nonliving 

environment.

	6.9
	The student will investigate and understand that organisms depend on 

other organisms and the nonliving components of the environment.

	LS.4
	The student will investigate and understand that the basic needs of organisms must be met in order to carry out life processes. 

	LS.12
	The student will investigate and understand the relationships between ecosystem dynamics and human activity. 


Lesson Topics


• Song Analysis and Interpretation


• Creation of original art


• Discussion of science related themes
Descriptive Overview
Students will listen to a song and participate in a group discussion. Each student will then make a diorama of a raptor habitat or a poster about raptors as an endangered species. Student-written verses of the song will also be posted on the website. 

Advantages of Medium
Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.

Lesson Specifics

Lesson Objectives/Goals The student will:
	•
	listen as the song is played.

	•
	read the song silently and orally.

	•
	participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song.

	•
	identify and interpret images in the song.

	•
	identify the scientific references in the song. 

	•
	create a diorama or poster that shows their interpretation of the song.

	• 
	write a verse for the song.

	• 
	work collaboratively to design and post a web page containing students' completed work.


Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills

	•
	The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.

	•
	The student must be able to identify figurative language.

	•
	The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.

	•
	The student should be familiar with the writing process.


Learning Environment
Standard classroom with tape recorder and computer with Internet access and software for creating webpages.

Instructional Set

The teacher should provide background information on raptors as an endangered species. 

Gaining Attention

Draw a KWL chart on the board (see sample below.) Ask students to fill in the first column (What I Know) with things they know about raptors. Help them form questions they think the song might answer. Write the questions in the second column (What I Want to Find Out). After listening to the song, ask volunteers to fill in the third column (What I Learned) with facts they learned from the song. 

Sample KWL Chart


Raptors

	K

What I Know
	W

What I Want to Find Out
	L

What I Learned

	• Falcons and hawks are raptors. 
	• Which raptors are endangered? 
	• We can help raptors survive. 


Orienting the Lesson
Tell students they will be listening to a song called “Garden in the Sky.” Ask what they think the song may be about. Tell students to listen to the lyrics to discover the meaning of the title. 

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisites
Done according to teacher's judgment of the needs of the students.

Key Questions Use the questions for discussion or written essays. 

	1.
	What do you think the title means, now that you have heard the song?

	2.
	What do you think the song means?

	3.
	What animals is the composer talking about? 

	4.
	What does the composer want the people who hear the song to do?

	5.
	What images do the words create for you?

	6.
	What images does the music create for you?

	7.
	What do you think the falcon or hawk would say if they could talk? 

	8.
	What does the phrase “birds of a feather” mean?

	9. 
	To whom does the word us refer to in Verse 3, “Won’t you help us children?” You can help us fly.” 

	10.
	How do you think you can help restore the balance of animal conservation?



	11.
	How can you help raise the social consciousness of preservation? 


Teaching Strategies

	1.
	Listen to song as a whole class.

	2.
	Display lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students.

	3.
	Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Have a student from each group read the summaries aloud and invite comments from the rest of the students.

	4.
	Use the Key Questions with the whole class, assign one or several questions to small groups to answer, or ask students to write answers to one or several questions. 

	5.
	Discuss the figures of speech in the song lyrics. 

	6.
	Discuss the rhyme schemes in each verse and the chorus. The rhyme scheme in Verses 1 and 2 is a, a, b, b. The rhyme scheme in the chorus is a, a, b, c, b, c, b, c. The rhyme scheme in Verse 3 is a, b, b, c, c, d, d, e, e, f, f. 

	7.
	See the art lesson plans for more detailed directions on creating an original artwork to interpret the song. Suggestions for art work are:

• Make a diorama of a raptor habitat.

• Make a poster advertising animal conservation.

	8.
	Complete the L column of the KWL chart. 


Terminology/Vocabulary

Vocabulary words are listed in the order in which they appear in the song. A definition and the line from the song are given. 
	• raptors
	bird of prey; includes hawks, falcons, owls, vultures, eagles, ospreys, condors, and kites  

In Latin, raptor means “to grasp or seize” which describes how these birds capture food. 

Hear the raptors cry



	• revival
	a renewal of interest 

Start the revival



	• pact
	an agreement

Make a pact



	• habitat
	the place where an animal lives

Bring it back, habitat



	• social consciousness
	people’s awareness of an issue

Raise the social consciousness of preservation



	• preservation
	the act of keeping safe from harm; setting aside an area for protection of something, such as wildlife

Raise the social consciousness of preservation



	• restore
	bring back to a former or original condition

Restore the balance of animal conservation



	• conservation
	the protecting of or preserving from waste, injury, or loss

Restore the balance of animal conservation



	• sanctuary
	a place where people or animals can find safety

Create a sanctuary… a wild life haven



	• haven
	a safe place

Create a sanctuary. . .  a wildlife haven



	• extinction
	The condition of no longer existing. 

Extinction’s forever


Practice

Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their written verse and art project. 

Assessment
Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion; creation of diorama or poster, verse, and web page may all be used for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components.  

Enhancements
Use the Educator’s Supplement and Flight For Survival Teacher’s Guide, available from Busch Gardens.  

Extensions Work with students to complete any of the following activities:

	1. 
	View web pages based on this lesson created by other classes participating in the MAGIC Curriculum Project. They will communicate their comments on the web page via E-Mail.

	2.
	Role play a conversation between two raptors talking about their plight as an endangered species. 

	3. 
	Write a letter from the point of view of one of the raptors to a human. Explain the plight of the raptors and ask for assistance.

	4.
	Create another verse for the song. See the Songwriting Lesson Plan.

	5. 
	Make a crossword puzzle using the vocabulary words from the song and other words related to raptors or endangered species. 

	6.
	Make a picture collage about raptors. 

	7.
	Draw a picture of a raptor and label the body parts.

	8. 
	Research raptors and what is being done to protect their habitats.

	9.
	Read a fiction or nonfiction selection about raptors and give an oral report to the class. Suggested books are:

Nonfiction

• Saving the Peregrine Falcon by Caroline Arnold. 

• Sawgrass Poems by Frank Asch and Ted Levin. 

• Ecology for Beginners by Stephen Croall and William Rankin

• The Student Environmental Action Guide by the Earthworks Group. 

• Engangerd Species by Lyn Stone. 

• Silent Spring by Rachel Carson. 

• A Photographic Guide to North American Raptors by Brian K. Wheeler. 

• Birds of Prey: A Look at Daytime Raptors by Sneed Collard. 

• Vultures: First Book of Animals, by Mark Rauzon.

• Endangered Animals by Faith Mc Nulty. 

• Animals in Danger by Janine Amos. 

• The Atlas of Endangered Species by Stephen Thomas Pollack. 

• The Bald Eagle, edited by Joan Barghusen.

• Balancing on the Brink of Extinction: The Endangered Species Act and Lessons for the Future, edited by Kathryn A. Kohm

• Birds of Prey by Kelly Barth.

• The California Condor by Alvin Silverstein. 

• The California Condor: A Saga of Natural History and Conservation by Noel and Helen Snyder.

Fiction

• Bill and Pete to the Rescue by Margaret Frith. Primary grades. 

• The Case of the Missing Cutthroats: An Ecological Mystery by Jean Craighead George. Elementary-Middle grades. 

• Who Really Killed Cock Robin: An Ecological Mystery by Jean Craighead George. Elementary-Middle grades. 



	10. 
	Use the Internet to find information about endangered raptors. Write a brief report. Suggested Web sites are:

• Sea World/Busch Gardens Animal Information Database-

http://wwwlbuschygardens.org

• The Aviary—http//theaviary.com

• National Audubon Society—http://www.audobon.org/audobon

• Ducks Unlimited- http://www.ducks.org

• National Wildlife Federation-http://wwwlnwf.org

• The Nature Conservancy-http:www.tnc.org

• On line Words Wide Web Site –http://www.petersononline.com

	11.
	Make a field guide describing the various raptors. 

	12. 
	Draw a picture and write a description of an ideal “Garden in the Sky.”


About Busch Gardens Educator’s Supplements
Contact: 
Harla Sherwood, Educational Director

Address: 
Busch Gardens



One Busch Gardens Blvd.



Williamsburg, VA 23187-8785

Telephone: 
253.3366

E-mail:

harla.sherwood@buschgardens.com

Website: 
www/buschgardens.org

Educational Programs At the Park

The “Animals Abound” program allows students to investigate animals and their distinctive adaptations and encourages an appreciation of nature and respect. This is a self-guided activity at Busch Gardens, Williamsburg. Educational booklets and teacher’s guides are provided for classroom use.

Flight for Survival” and “Falcons and Fables” are educational animal programs at the park. Students may also visit Eagle Canyon, a sanctuary for American bald eagles injured in the wild. Students are introduced to the plight of endangered and threatened birds and ways education can play a role in their survival. 

Busch Gardens also participates in the “Sea World/Busch Gardens Environmental Excellence” awards. These awards recognize kindergarten through high school level students for their outstanding environmental efforts. 

Busch Gardens Williamsburg supports conservation, education, and research. They collaborate with the Nature Conservancy, Center for Marine Conservation, and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to help protect threatened habitats. Locally, Busch Gardens and Water Country USA team up with the Virginia Living Museum in its ongoing dedication to save the Chesapeake Bay. Their Web site, at www.buschgardens.org, has the first and largest animal information database in the world. 

In conjunction with the World Bird Sanctuary in St. Louis, Missouri, Busch Gardens Williamsburg teaches students the importance of resource and wildlife conservation through the “Flight for Survival” birds of prey educational program. The program is primarily on site, but some school programs are offered on request. There is a comprehensive Teacher’s Guide available through the Education Office. The guide offers projects, experiments, and background information and integrate science, mathematics, art, geography, and language.  Lessons and activities were written to assist students in meeting the Benchmarks for Science Literacy as described in Project 2061 by the American Association of the Advancement of Science. Next year the Guide will also be correlated with the Virginia Standards of Learning for Science. Although SOL correlations are not currently provided, the activities do cover SOL at different grade levels. 
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