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IRON IS KING

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Written for: Virginia History and Social Science Standards of Learning 

Have you heard the story of the Ironclads?

Began a revolutionary Naval fad

Everyone should know, right here in Hampton Roads

The Confederate Navy had the Merrimack

Covered her with iron and prepared for attack

The C.S.S. Virginia was her newborn name

The Civil War was ragin', the South they were a wagin'

The Grey could be the first to sing

Iron is King

The Union had a mighty fleet all made of wood

But Secretary Wells said, "that ain't no good"

'Till Ericsson's Folly became a boat-by-golly

People said the Monitor was quite a craft

Kinda like a cheesebox...on a raft

On the Ninth of March of 1862

The boilers were a churnin', the turret was a turnin'

The Blue could be the first to sing

Iron is King

(Well it was) Quite a sight at sea...half tortoise, half-a-boat

And no one could believe that heavy metal could float

Just beyond Monroe for a four-hour fight

The blasting of the cannons turned the day into night

You can still...hear...the...sound

Worden and Buchanan would both claim victory

Cuz no one had to "Sink Before Surrender" you see

Some called it a "draw" but America won

The key to build a Navy fleet that’s second-to-none

Iron is King

General Information

Song Title: Iron Is King 

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Written for the Virginia History and Social Science Standards of Learning 

Lesson Plan developed by Barbara Linde

Suggested Grade Levels for the Lesson: 3-12
Subject Areas: English, Computer/Technology, History and Social Science, Art

Virginia Standards of Learning

The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities. Teachers are encouraged to consult the Standards of Learning for their grade level, as additional Standards may also apply. 

English 
	3.4
	The student will use strategies to read a variety of printed materials (nonfiction, fiction, poetry).

	4.6
	The student will read a variety of poetry. 

	5.5
	The student will read a variety of literary forms, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	6.6
	The student will read and write a variety of poetry.

	7.5
	The student will read and a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	8.3
	The student will apply knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, including short stories, essays, speeches, lyric and narrative poems, plays, and novels. 

	9.3
	The student will read and analyze a variety of literature. 

	10.3
	The student will read and critique literary works from a variety of eras in a variety of cultures.

	11.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 

	12.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 


Computer/Technology

	C/T

5.3
	The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access information from electronic databases.

	C/T

5.4
	The student will communicate through application software.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems. 


	C/T

8.2
	The student will communicate through networks and telecommunication.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems.

• Develop hypermedia "home page" documents that can be accessed by worldwide networks.

	C/T

8.4
	The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access and retrieve information from electronic databases. 


History and Social Science 

	4.4
	The student will describe the social and political life of Virginians between the Revolutionary War and the end of the Civil War, with emphasis on

• conflicts between northern and southern states and within Virginia,… and 

• Virginia’s role in the Civil War, including major battles and leaders in the Confederate army…

	5.7
	The student will identify causes, key events, and effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction, with emphasis on

• leaders on both sides of the war…

• critical developments in the war…

	11.6
	The student will analyze the causes and effects of major events of the Civil War and reconstruction, including

• military advantages of the Union and the confederacy

• roles played by individual leaders. 

	
	


Lesson Topics


• Song Analysis and Interpretation


• Creation of original art


• Discussion of history and social studies-related themes
Descriptive Overview
Students will listen to a song and participate in a group discussion. Partners will then create models of one of the ships. Student-written verses of the song will also be posted on the website. 

Advantages of Medium
Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.

Lesson Specifics

Lesson Objectives/Goals The student will:
	•
	listen as the song is played.

	•
	read the song silently and orally.

	•
	participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song.

	•
	identify and interpret images in the song.

	•
	identify the historical references in the song. 

	•
	create a model of one of the ships that shows their interpretation of the song.

	• 
	write a verse for the song.

	• 
	work collaboratively to design and post a web page containing students' completed work.


Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills

	•
	The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.

	•
	The student must be able to identify figurative language.

	•
	The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.

	•
	The student should be familiar with the writing process.


Learning Environment
Standard classroom with tape recorder and computer with Internet access and software for creating webpages.

Instructional Set

The teacher should provide background on the Civil War, with focus on the Naval fleets of the Union and the Confederacy. 

Gaining Attention
Show students a small cardboard tube. Ask one of the students to grip it firmly. (The tube should get crushed.) Tell students the cardboard tube represents the battle ships at the beginning of the Civil War. Ask how the ships could be strengthened. Then put another cardboard tube inside a tin (not aluminum) can and ask a student to grip it firmly. Tell students this is basically what they Union and Confederate Navy did when they developed the Ironclads. 

Orienting the Lesson
Tell students they will be listening to a song called “Iron is King.” Ask what they think the song may be about. Tell students to listen to the lyrics to discover the meaning of the title. 

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisites
Done according to teacher's judgment of the needs of the students.

Key Questions Use the questions for discussion or written essays. 

	1.
	What do you think the title means, now that you have heard the song?

	2.
	What do you think the song means?

	3.
	What do the colors blue and grey refer to? 

	4.
	Why do you think the composer wrote this song?

	5.
	What images do the words create for you?

	6.
	What images does the music create for you?

	7.
	Why did the Confederate Navy change the name of the ship from the Merrimack to the C.S.S. Virginia? 

	8.
	The lyrics say, “The Grey could be the first to sing,” and “The Blue could be the first to sing.” How could both Navies be first? What does this mean?

	9.
	What does the phrase “Iron is King” mean? 

	10.
	Summarize the battle of the Monitor and the Merrimack. 

	11.
	According to the song, what did the Monitor look like? 

	12.
	The song says “America won.” How or what did America win? 

	13.
	What does the line, “The blasting of cannons turned the day into night” mean? 


Teaching Strategies

	1.
	Listen to song as a whole class.

	2.
	Display lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students.

	3.
	Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Have a student from each group read the summaries aloud and invite comments from the rest of the students.

	4.
	Use the Key Questions with the whole class, assign one or several questions to small groups to answer, or ask students to write answers to one or several questions. 

	5.
	Discuss the figures of speech in the song lyrics. 

	6.
	See the art lesson plans for more detailed directions on creating an original artwork to interpret the song. Suggestions for art work are:

• make individual drawings of the battle between the Monitor and the Merrimack

• design models of the ships


Terminology/Vocabulary

Vocabulary words are listed in the order in which they appear in the song. A definition and the line from the song are given. 
	• Ironclads
	the name given to the first iron-plated warships  

Have you heard the story of the Ironclads?



	• Confederate 
	The Confederate States of America was a group of states that withdrew from the United States to form a separate government. The states included in the Confederacy were: South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, and Arkansas. Missouri and Kentucky had representatives, but were not Confederate states.

The Confederate Navy had the Merrimack



	• Grey
	the color of the uniforms of the Confederate Army; a term symbolizing the Confederates 

The Grey could be the first to sing



	• Union
	The Union was the name given to the states that stayed in the United States. The states included in the Union were: Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, West Virginia (founded 1863), Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, California, and Oregon. 

The Union had a might fleet all made of wood



	• fleet
	a group of warships under one command  

The Union had a mighty fleet all made of wood



	• Ericsson’s Folly
	The Monitor was designed by John Ericsson, a Swedish-American engineer. It was much lighter than the Merrimack, and some thought it would not stand up in battle against a heavier ship. 

‘Till Ericsson’s Folly became a boat-by golly



	• Blue
	the color of the uniforms of the Union Army; a term symbolizing the Union

The Blue could be the first to sing



	• turret
	a structure on a warship that holds one or more guns  

the turret was a turnin’



	• Monroe
	Fort Monroe, in Hampton Roads, Virginia

Just beyond Monroe for a four-hour fight

 

	• draw
	a competition ending with both sides even 

Some called it a draw but America won




Practice

Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their written verse and art project. 

Assessment
Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion; creation of ship models, drawings, verse, and web page may all be used for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components.  

Enhancements
Discuss the battle of the Monitor and the Merrimack.  

Extensions

Work with students to complete any of the following activities:

	1. 
	View web pages based on this lesson created by other classes participating in the MAGIC Curriculum Project. They will communicate their comments on the web page via E-Mail.



	2.
	Read fiction and nonfiction works relating to the Civil War, the battle of the Monitor and the Merrimack, and the development of the first ironclad warships. Prepare a short oral or written report. some suggested books are:

• The Blue and the Gray, by Eve Bunting

• Pink and Say, by Patricia Polacco, 

• Diary of a Drummer Boy, by Marlene Brill

• Duel Between the First Ironclads, by William C. Davis

• Ironclad: The Monitor and the Merrimack, by Arthur Mokin

• Iron and Heavy Guns: Duel Between the Monitor and Merrimack, by Gene A.  Smith and Grady McWhiney

• Thunder at Hampton Roads/The U.S.S. Monitor-Its Battle With the Merrimack and Its Recent Discovery by Adolph A. Hoehling

 

	3. 
	Research Web sites about the battle and give an oral report to the class.



	4.
	Write a newspaper article based on the battle. 



	5. 
	Write a journal entry from the point of view of a Union or Confederate sailor on one of the Ironclads.



	6.
	Research the recent developments in recovering the ships. 



	7.
	Write another verse for the song. 
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