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“My Dad’s Dad”


Music: Michael Goldberg


Lyrics: Mark Montavani


Written For: Memorial for World War II Veterans/MAGIC 2002


(1st verse)


Nineteen forty-two


My dad’s dad’s twenty-three


World consumed with war


Blitzkrieg in the West, and


Bombers in the East





And the Nation gave its call.


Boys from all the States


Uncle Sam


Wants you to put


Your lives on hold to fight--


Your life on hold to fight.





You did. You did. You did. To fight. 





(2nd verse)


He left his home behind.


There were kisses all around


He overlooked the tears,


Ignored all the fears, and 


He was proud to do his part.





And he hoped that he’d be brave,


When he saw the fight


Believed


In the cause


He was hoping right makes might


Hoping right makes might.





It did.





MARCHING





Landing, Fighting, Marching, Tiring,


Hoping, Praying, Hurting, Straining,


Firing, Caring, Killing, Living,


Dying, Aching, Striving, Winning.








Fighting, Marching, Tiring, Hoping,


Praying, Hurting, Straining, Firing,


Caring, Killing, Living, Dying,


Through France, and On.





(3rd verse)


And as the War dragged on,


He grew from a  boy to a  man,


But he was not


Alone, no not alone in growth.


For with its victory, 


Our Nation came of age.





And in your later years,


He rarely talked of war,


Knowing that


The good he’d done


Was reward enough. It 


Was reward enough.





(Lead singer overlays marching refrain sung by a group or background singers.) 





Omaha Beach


Surf turning red


Pushing forward


Knowing the odds





Allied foothold


Reinforcements


On to Vic’try


He’s Coming Home!





He was Coming Home!


Coming Home!


Coming Home!�
Hoping, Praying, Hurting, Straining,


Firing, Caring, Killing, Living,


Dying, Aching, Striving, Winning.





Fighting, Marching, Tiring, Hoping,


Praying, Hurting, Straining, Firing,


Caring, Killing, Living, Dying,


Through France, and On.


�
�



America, America, God shed His Grace on Thee!


�



General Information


Song Title: “My Dad’s Dad


Music: Michael Goldberg


Lyrics: Eric Worden


Non-Profit Agency: Memorial to World War II Veterans 


Suggested Grade Levels for the Lesson: 6-12


Subject Areas: English, Computer/Technology, Art, Social Science 





The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities. 





English 


6.6�
The student will read and write a variety of poetry. �
�
7.5�
The student will read a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.�
�
8.3�
The student will apply knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, including . . . narrative poems.�
�
9.3�
The student will read and analyze a variety of literature�
�
10. 5�
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. �
�
11. 5�
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. �
�
12.5�
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. �
�






Computer/Technology


C/T


8.2�
The student will communicate through networks and telecommunication.


• Use local and worldwide network communication systems.


• Develop hypermedia "home page" documents that can be accessed by worldwide networks.�
�
C/T


8.4�
The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.


• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access and retrieve information from electronic databases. �
�



History and Social Science


6.6 e�
The student will analyze and explain the major causes, events, personalities, and effect of World War II, with emphasis on


• major battles of World War II and the reasons for Allied victory�
�
9.10  a�
The student will analyze major historical events of the 20th century, in terms of


• causes and effects of World War II�
�
11.11 d, e�
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the origins and effects of World War II, with emphasis on 


• the impact of mobilization for war, at home and abroad;


• major battles, military turning points, and key strategic decisions. �
�
�



Lesson Topics


	• Song analysis and interpretation


	• Creation of original art


	• The role of the American soldier in World War II





Descriptive Overview


Students will listen to a song, participate in a group discussion, and conduct research related to the American fighting forces during World War II. Individuals or groups will create original art to accompany the song, and post the art on the MAGIC 2000 web site. 





Advantage of Medium


Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.  





Lesson Specifics


Lesson Objectives/Goals: The student will: 


• listen as the song is played.


• read the song silently and orally/ sing along. 


• participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song. 


• identify and interpret images in the song. 


• create original art and post it on the MAGIC 2000 website.


• discuss the historical relevance of the song. 





Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills


• The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.


• The student must be able to identify figurative language.


• The student must be able to listen for specific information.


• The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.


• The student should be familiar with the writing process.





Learning Environment


Standard classroom with tape recorder. Computer with Internet access. Software for creating webpages. Scanner.





Instructional Set


Invite students who have grandparents or other relatives who are veterans to share what they know about fighting in World War II . 





Gaining Attention


Draw a KWL chart on the board (see sample below.) Ask students to fill in the first column (What I Know) with things they know about American soldiers in World War II. Help them form questions they think the song might answer. Write the questions in the second column (What I Want to Find Out). After listening to the song, ask volunteers to fill in the third column (What I Learned) with facts they learned from the song. 


�



Sample KWL Chart	


World War II Veterans


K


What I Know�
W


What I Want to Find Out�
L


What I Learned�
�
• American soldiers fought in Europe.�
• How did the soldiers feel about fighting?�
• The grandfather in the song believed in the cause of justice. �
�






Orienting the Lesson


Tell students they will be listening to a song called “My Dad’s Dad.” Ask for another word that means the same as “my dad’s dad.” (grandfather, grandpa, gramps, pop-pop) Ask students what they think the song may be about. Tell them to listen to the lyrics and find out.





Simulating Recall of Prerequisites


Done according to teacher’s judgment of the needs of the students. 





Key Questions to use for a discussion or written essays. 


1.�
What did you think the title meant before you listened to the song? How did your ideas change after you heard the song?�
�
2.�
Who is the speaker? �
�
3. �
How does the speaker feel about the man in the song?�
�
4. �
What is the theme of the song? �
�
5. �
What visual images do the words create for you?�
�
6. �
What mood does the music create? How do the music and the words work together to do this? �
�
7.�
What words would you use to describe the song?�
�
8.�
What type of rhyme scheme is in the song? (free verse)


 How does this rhyme scheme add to your enjoyment of the song?�
�
9.�
How does the song expand or enrich your view of the American soldiers who fought during World War II?�
�
10.�
How does the soldier feel about going to war? �
�
11.�
What does the phrase “wants you to put your lives on hold” mean?�
�
12.�
The song says, “He was hoping right makes might.” What does this mean? Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Support your answer.�
�
13.�
What does the phrase “our nation came of age” mean? (The United States became recognized as a military power.) �
�



Teaching Strategies


1.�
Listen to the song as a whole class. �
�
2.�
Display the lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students. Allow students to look at the lyrics as they listen to the tape. �
�
3. �
Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Have a student from each group read the group’s summary aloud and invite comments from students. �
�
4. �
Encourage students to use context clues and the dictionary to find the meanings of unfamiliar words. �
�
5.�
See the art lesson plan for more detailed directions on creating an original artwork to interpret the song. Suggestions for art work are:


• a photo montage of scene of soldiers from World War II (caution students not to violate any copyright laws when downloading or copying photos)


• a sculpture to commemorate the veterans�
�
6. �
Call attention to the tempo change near the end of the song. Ask students why the composer made this change, and how this contributes to the mood of the song. �
�
7.�
Explain that the phrase “Uncle Sam” refers to the government. Students may not be familiar with military recruiting posters with the phrase “Uncle Sam Wants You.” Show them a recruiting poster if possible. �
�
8.�
Use a world map to show the location of the Blitzkrieg and the bombers. (The Blitzkrieg refers to the Germans’ attack on Poland. On September 1, 1939, German planes dropped bombs on the Polish railroads, effectively stopping the rail transportation of troops and goods. On September 5, German ground forces entered Poland from the south and the north. These ground troops used armored spearheads to destroy targets near Warsaw and Brest. The bombers refers to the air war in the Pacific, including the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.)�
�
9. �
Use a World War II era map of Europe to show students the location of Omaha Beach, at Normandy, on the French coast. Omaha Beach was one of the sites of the D-Day landing on June 6, 1944. Through great effort and loss of life, the Allied forces succeeded in gaining control of the beaches and sending the Axis army inland. Discuss the use of imagery in the phrase “surf turning red”. �
�
10. �
Call attention to the word “Vic’try”. Explain that the apostrophe is used here to shorten the word and make it fit better with the rhythm of the song. �
�
11.�
A gerund is a verb form that ends in -ing and is used as a noun. Ask students to find the gerunds in the song: landing, fighting, marching, tiring, hoping, praying, hurting, straining, firing, caring, killing, living, dying, aching, striving, winning. Have students use each word in a sentence that relates to the song and World War II. �
�
12.�
If students need the practice, review the spelling rules for adding -ing to a present tense verb. 


• add -ing to a regular verb: landing, fighting


• drop the final e and add -ing: tiring, hoping


• double the final consonant, then add -ing: winning


Have students group the words according to the spelling patterns. �
�
13.�
Explain the two uses of ‘s in the phrase “my dad’s dad’s twenty three”


• My dad’s is possessive 


• dad’s twenty three is a contraction for dad is �
�






Terminology/Vocabulary


• consumed�
took up all the interest or time


World consumed with war


�
�
• blitzkrieg�
a sudden, coordinated air and ground attack by military forces; from the German Blitzkrieg, which means lightning war





Blitzkrieg in the West 


�
�
• straining�
making a great effort


Hoping, Praying, Hurting, Straining


�
�
• striving�
fighting; making strong efforts


Dying, Aching, Striving, Winning


�
�
• rarely�
seldom; not often


He rarely talked of war


�
�
• foothold�
a firm position that allows one to go forward


Allied foothold


Reinforcements


�
�
• reinforcements





�
additional troops


Allied foothold


Reinforcements


On to Vic’try�
�



Practice


Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their essays and art projects. 





Assessment


Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion, completion of written assignments and art projects, and posting on the web page may all be sued for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components. 





Enhancements	


Invite a World War II veteran, or a World War II scholar, to visit the class and talk about the experiences of the soldiers. After the visit, have students write thank you letters that tell what they learned and why they enjoyed the talk. 





Extensions


Work with students to complete any of the following activities: 





1.�
View web pages based on this lesson and created by other classes participating in the MAGIC 2002 Curriculum Project. Communicate comments on the web page via E-mail. �
�
2.�
Use the song as a springboard to conducting research about World War II. Many reference books and Internet sites are available. One comprehensive Internet site is the National Archives and Records Administration, E-mail Library@eisenhower.nara.gov. Website http://redbud.lbjlib.utexas.edu/eisenhower.htm�
�
3. �
After finishing the research, compose another verse to the song. �
�
4. �
Write a letter from a soldier to family members at home. Describe the battles and the soldier’s feelings.�
�
5.�
Write a letter from a family member to a soldier. Describe the war efforts going on in the United States. �
�
6.�
Watch one or more of the instructional videos available from WHRO Center for Telecommunications in Hampton Roads. See the Educational Resource Guide or call 889-9400 for air dates and times.


• Images of America #5, War


• Tracks: Impressions of America #11, America at War


• History in Focus #4: 1930-1939; #5: 1940-1949


• Twentieth Century History #3, Hitler’s German; #8, Pearl Harbor to Hiroshima; #9, The Road to Berlin


• Women in American Life #4, 1942-1955 War Work, House Work, Growing Discontent


• Gone But Not Forgotten Part 1�
�
7.�
Read one of the many books written about World War II. Some suggested readings and approximate reading grade levels follow.


• The Winds of War by Herman Wouk, RL 7+. Details the experiences of an American military family during World War II. 


• War and Remembrance by Herman Wouk. RL 7. Details the life of an American family during World War II. 


• The Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene, RL 5, but interesting for older students. An American girl befriends a young German soldier.


• World War II by Kathlyn Gay. First person accounts of the war. RL 6


• World War II-Time Life Editors Chronicles United States involvement in the war. RL 8


• World War II in Europe: America Goes to War by Conrad Stein. RL 6�
�
8.�
Make a family tree that shows the military involvement/careers of family members. Include details such as branch of the military, dates served, decorations, awards, and job descriptions. �
�
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