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“Navy Blue”

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

When you come home

I’ll be there to look into your eyes

When you come home

You will hear my voice above all the welcome cries

When you come home 

I can put away the letters I’ve read

Put down the phone

Tonight I’ll be holding you instead

It’s been six months since I touched your face

I can hardly wait for your embrace

It’s hard to be strong ‘cause you know that all along . . . 

I miss you (I’m Navy blue) I miss you . . . 

I miss you (I’m Navy blue) I miss you . . . 

When you come home

We can take a walk along the shore

When you come home

We’ll eat dinner at the places we adore

When you come home we can catch up on our daily lives

So happy my love,

I’m proud to be a Navy wife

I made you a promise years ago

Near or far, I’ll never let you go

Till you come back to stay, I just want to let you know

I miss you (I’m Navy blue) I miss you . . . 

I miss you (I’m Navy blue) I miss you . . . 

General Information
Song Title: “Navy Blue”

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Subject Areas: English, Computer/Technology

The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities. 

English 

4.6
The student will read a variety of poetry.

Describe the rhyme scheme (approximate, end, and internal.)

• Identify the sensory words used and their effect on the reader.

• Write rhymed, unrhymed, and pattern poetry.



5.5 
The student will read a variety of literary forms, including poetry.

• Describe the characteristics of free verse, rhymed, and patterned poetry.

• Describe how the author’s choice of vocabulary and style contribute to the quality and enjoyment of selections.



6.6
The student will read and write a variety of poetry.

• Describe the visual images created by language.

• Describe how word choice, speaker, and imagery elicit a response from the reader.



7. 5
The student will read a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.



8.3
The student will apply knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, including . . . narrative poetry.

• Compare and contrast the use of the poetic elements of word choice, dialogue, rhyme, rhythm, and voice.



9. 3
The student will read and analyze a variety of literature.



10.5
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry.

• Compare and contrast the use of rhyme, rhythm, and sound to convey a message.

• Paraphrase the meaning of selected poems.


11.5
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry.

• Identify the poetic elements and techniques that are most appealing and that make poetry enjoyable.



12.5
The student will read and critique a variety of poetry.

• Explain how the choice of words in a poem fits the speaker.

• Explain how the sound of a poem (rhyme, rhythm, onomatopoeia, repetition, alliteration, assonance, and parallelism) supports the subject and mood.

• Explain how imagery and figures of speech (personification, simile, metaphor) appeal to the reader's senses and experience.




Computer/Technology Standards by the End of Grades Five and Eight

C/T

5.3
The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access information from electronic databases.



C/T

5.4
The student will communicate through application software.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems. 



C/T

8.2
The student will communicate through networks and telecommunication.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems.

• Develop hypermedia "home page" documents that can be accessed by worldwide networks.



C/T

8.4
The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access and retrieve information from electronic databases. 

Lesson Topics


• Song Analysis and Interpretation


• Creation of Original Art 
Descriptive Overview: Students will listen to a song and participate in a group discussion. Each student will then create a two-part drawing showing using colors to interpret their feelings when a loved one is away and when the loved one returns. Students will scan the artwork, and post it on the MAGIC web site or a web page of their own. 

Advantages of Medium: Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.

Lesson Specifics

Lesson Objectives/Goals: The student will:

•
listen as the song is played.

•
read the song lyrics silently and orally.

•
participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song.

•
identify and interpret images in the song.

•
use context clues and a dictionary to find the meanings of unfamiliar words. 

•
create a two-part drawing using colors to interpret their feelings when a loved one is away and when the loved one returns.

•
work collaboratively to design and post a web page containing completed work.

Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills:

•
The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.

•
The student must be able to identify figurative language.

•
The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.

•
The student should be familiar with the writing process.

Learning Environment Standard classroom with tape recorder and computer with Internet access and software for creating webpages.

Instructional Set The teacher should ask students what they think phrases such as "feeling blue", "seeing red" or "green-eyed monster" mean. 

Gaining Attention Ask students how many of them either belong to military families or have friends who do. Invite students to discuss what it is like to have a parent or other family member who is away from home frequently due to military duties elsewhere. 

Orienting the Lesson Tell students they will be listening to a song called “Navy Blue.”  Ask what they think the song may be about.

Stimulating Recall of Prerequisites: Done according to teacher's judgment of the needs of the students.

Key Questions: use for discussion or written essay topics. 

1.
What do you think the title means, now that you have heard the song?

2.
What do you think the song is about?

3.
What images do the words create for you?

4.
What images does the music create for you?

5.
Who is the speaker in the song? To whom is she speaking? 

6.
How does the speaker feel about her husband?

7.
How does the speaker feel when her husband is away? 

8.
How do you think the speaker feels when her husband is home? What colors could you use to describe this feeling? 

Teaching Strategies

1.
Listen to the song as a whole class.

2.
Display lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students. Have students read the lyrics as they listen to the song. Then have them read the lyrics without the music. 

3.
Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Read the summaries aloud and invite comments from students.

4.
Discuss the use of color-related metaphors such as "navy blue". 

5.
Discuss the double meaning of the phrase “navy blue”. (The phrase is a metaphor for feeling sad, as well as a description of the color of the Navy uniforms.)

6. 
Identify the rhyme scheme in each verse and the chorus of the song.

7.
Have students draw a two-part picture using colors to interpret their feelings when a loved one is away and when the loved one returns.

8.
Write short poems or phrases involving color metaphors that describe the artwork.

9.
Scan the artwork and include it on the webpage.

Terminology/Vocabulary
Navy blue
I miss you I'm Navy blue
a metaphor symbolizing the sad feeling when a loved one is away

embrace
I can hardly wait for your embrace.

an expression of affection, such as a hug

adore
We'll eat dinner at the places we adore.

love, like very much

Practice Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their written verse and art project. 

Assessment Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion; creation of drawing, and web page may all be used for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components.  

Extensions

1.
Interview the spouse of someone in the military service to find out how they deal with the separations. Present a summary of the interview to the class.

2.
Research the locations of Naval facilities worldwide. Choose one location and find out about the geography and culture of the area. Choose a souvenir/homecoming gift that would be representative of the area. Write a description of the item and explain its significance. Include a drawing or photo of the item if possible.

3.
Make cards or write letters to sailors or soldiers. Contact a local base to get information for mailing the cards and letters. 

4.
Make bumper stickers or banners that show support for the Armed Forces.

5.
Write another verse for the song. Use the Navy or one of the other Armed Forces as the topic. Write from the point of view of a child whose parent is on active duty.

6.
View web pages based on this lesson created by other classes participating in the MAGIC Curriculum Project. They will communicate their comments on the web page via E-Mail.
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