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“Window to the World”
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"Window To The World"

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics:  Eric Worden

Written For: The Virginia Zoo/MAGIC 2000

Desert sands

Surround the land

Since time began

Jewel of the Kalahari (pron. Ka-la-har'-ee)

Delta home

Where rhinos roam

Wanna go…

On African safari?

Distant strains

Of geese and cranes

Across the plains

Of flora and of fauna

Many needs

The river feeds

Come and see

The beauty of Botswana (pron. Botts-wanna)

(chorus)

There's a place right down the street

Where all your friends and the antelope meet

Okavango - African pearl (pron. Oh-ka-vong'-go)

The Zoo is a window to the world

Lion pride

Giraffes in stride

See weavers glide

The elephant and otter

Come and cheer

The last frontier

Wanna hear…

The rhythm of the water?

Petroglyphs

Tsodilo cliffs (pron. So-Dee'-low)

Hollow skiffs

The Bantu call mokoros

Xa Xa Ba's trees (pron. Kuh-kah'-buh)

Savanna breeze

If you please

Come on and join the chorus

(chorus)

There's a place in your home town

Where gazelles race and zebras are found

Okavango - Africa Pearl

The Zoo is a window to the world

General Information

Song Title: “Window to the World”

Music: Michael Goldberg

Lyrics: Eric Worden

Non-Profit Agency: The Virginia Zoo

Lesson Plan developed by Barbara Linde

Suggested Grade Levels for the Lesson: 1-12

Subject Areas: English, Art, Science 

Virginia Standards of Learning

The following Virginia Standards of Learning may be covered by using the suggested instructional activities. Teachers are encouraged to consult the Standards of Learning for their grade level, as additional Standards may also apply. 

English 
	1.10
	The student will read familiar stories, poems, or passages with fluency and expression. 

	2.7
	The student will read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry using a variety of strategies independently. 

	3.4
	The student will use strategies to read a variety of printed materials (nonfiction, fiction, poetry).

	4.6
	The student will read a variety of poetry. 

	5.5
	The student will read a variety of literary forms, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	6.6
	The student will read and write a variety of poetry.

	7.5
	The student will read and a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. 

	8.3
	The student will apply knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, including short stories, essays, speeches, lyric and narrative poems, plays, and novels. 

	9.3
	The student will read and analyze a variety of literature. 

	10.3
	The student will read and critique literary works from a variety of eras in a variety of cultures.

	11.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 

	12.5
	The student will read and critique a variety of poetry. 


Computer/Technology

	C/T

5.3
	The student will process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information.

• Use local and wide-area networks and modem-delivered services to access information from electronic databases.

	C/T

5.4
	The student will communicate through application software.

• Use local and worldwide network communication systems. 


Science (in Extension Activities)

	1.5
	The student will investigate and understand that animals, including people, have life needs and specific physical characteristics and can be classified according to certain characteristics. 

	2.4
	The student will investigate and understand that plants and animals go through a series of orderly changes in their life cycles. 

	3.6
	The student will investigate and understand that environments support a diversity of plants and animals that share limited resources. 

	4.5
	The student will investigate and understand how plants and animals in an ecosystem interact with one another and the nonliving environment. 

	5.5
	The student will investigate and understand that organisms are made of cells and have distinguishing characteristics. Key concepts include

* five kingdoms of living things.


Lesson Topics


• Song analysis and interpretation


• Creation of original art 


• Discussion about the Zoo

Descriptive Overview

Students will listen to a song, participate in a group discussion, and discuss different animal habitats. Individuals or groups will create original art to accompany the song, and post the art on the MAGIC 2000 web site. 

Advantage of Medium
Students will communicate their ideas to a wide audience by constructing and posting a web page.  

Lesson Specifics

Lesson Objectives/Goals: The student will: 

• listen as the song is played.

• read the song silently and orally. 

• participate in a discussion of the literal and interpretive meaning of the song. 

• identify and interpret images in the song. 

• create original art and post it on the MAGIC 2000 website

Assumed Skills or Prerequisite Skills

• The student needs to understand that song lyrics are poems.

• The student must be able to identify figurative language.

• The student must be able to listen for specific information.

• The student should be familiar with group discussion processes.

• The student should be familiar with the writing process.

Learning Environment
Standard classroom with tape recorder. Computer with Internet access. Software for creating webpages. Scanner.

Instructional Set
The teacher should provide background information about The Virginia Zoo. Invite students who are familiar with the Zoo to discuss their experiences. 

Gaining Attention
Show pictures of several of the animals mentioned in the song. Ask students where they could go to see the animals. 

Orienting the Lesson

Tell students they will be listening to a song called “Window to the World.” Ask what they think the song may be about. Tell students to listen to the lyrics and find out.

Simulating Recall of Prerequisites
Done according to teacher’s judgment of the needs of the students. 

Key Questions to use for a discussion or written essays. 

	1.
	What did you think the title meant before you listened to the song? How did your ideas change after you heard the song?

	2.
	How is the Zoo a “window to the world”? 

	3. 
	How does the writer of the song feel about the Zoo? 

	4. 
	What images do the words create for you?

	5. 
	What mood does the music create? How do the music and the words work together to do this? What words would you use to describe the song? 

	6. 
	What type of rhyme scheme is in the song? (The rhyme scheme for the first verse is a, a, a, b, c, c, c, b. Other verses follow the same rhyming pattern. The rhyme scheme for the chorus is a, a, b, b.)

How does the rhyme scheme add to your enjoyment of the song?

	7.
	How does the use of the last verse, in an African language, add to the mood and enjoyment of the song? 

	8.
	Which animals were mentioned in the song? 


Teaching Strategies

	1.
	Listen to the song as a whole class. 

	2.
	Display the lyrics on the overhead projector, or make copies for students. Allow students to look at the lyrics as they listen to the tape. 

	3. 
	Organize students in small groups to discuss the meaning of the song. Appoint a recorder in each group to take notes and summarize the discussions. Have a student from each group read the group’s summary aloud and invite comments from students. 

	4. 
	Encourage students to use context clues and the dictionary to find the meanings of unfamiliar words. 

	5.
	See the art lesson plan for more detailed directions on creating an original artwork to interpret the song. Suggestions for art work are:

• Make a collage of an animal habitat.

• Make papier-mache or clay sculpture of animals.

• Use fabric markers to draw pictures of animals. Assemble the individual pictures into a group quilt. 

	6. 
	Introduce the concept of rhyme scheme in the lower grades. Copy the lyrics on chart paper, or on an overhead transparency. Use three different colored markers to highlight the rhyming words at the end of each line: for example, use red for the first rhyming sound, yellow for the second, and green for the third. Then write in the letters a, b, and c to designate the rhyme scheme. 

	7.
	For younger students who will benefit from decoding practice, teach decoding the words according to vowel sounds or spelling patterns

	8.
	Explain the use of metaphors such as “jewel of the Kalahari” and “African pearl.” 

	9.
	Use a map of Africa to locate the places mentioned in the song. 

	10.
	Make a chart of the kingdoms of living things. Put the living things mentioned in the song in the correct category. 


Terminology/Vocabulary 

Vocabulary words are listed in the order in which they appear in the song. A definition and the line from the song are given. 
	• surround
	close in on all sides

desert sands

Surround the land


	• safari
	a hunting expedition or journey in eastern Africa

Wanna go. . . 

On an African safari?


	• delta
	a fan-shaped deposit of soil at the mouth of a river

Delta home

Where rhinos roam


	• distant
	far away

Distant strains 

Of geese and cranes


	• strains
	breeds; types

Distant strains 

of geese and cranes


	• flora
	flowers and plants

Of flora and of  fauna



	• fauna
	animals of a certain place

Of flora and of fauna


	• Botswana
	A country in South Africa. Zimbabwe is on the northeast, South Africa borders the south and southeast, and Namibia is on the western and northern borders. It has an area of 500,000 square kilometers, and is larger than France. Most of the land is taken up by the Kalahari Desert. About 80 percent of the people live in the Limpopo River area. English is the official language. 

The beauty of Botswana



	• Okavango
	The Okavango River flows through Botswana into the Kalahari desert. Parts of Okavango Delta have water all year long, and crocodiles, hippos, and buffalo live there. Most of the area is uninhabited, except for some river bushmen. 

Okavango-African pearl



	• pride
	a group of lions

Lion pride


	• stride
	long steps

Giraffes in stride


	• weavers
	weaverbird; a finch-like bird that weaves its nest with pieces of plants

see weavers glide



	• frontier
	an unexplored area

The last frontier


	• petroglyphs
	a carving or writing on a rock

Petroglyphys


	• Tsodilo cliffs
	The Tsodilo Hills, or cliffs, are located on the northwest edge of the Kalahari Desert in Botswana. It is a remote, hard to reach, dry area. Over 2,000 paintings made by the Bushmen, can be seen on the cliffs. Some of the paintings are about 4,000 years old. The paintings show individual animals, herds, and hunters. 

Tsodilo cliffs



	• skiff
	a small rowboat with a flat bottom

Hollow skiffs


	• Bantu
	Bantu is a language grouping of people in central, east, and south Africa. The current population Botswana is made up mostly of people of Bantu heritage. 

The Bantu call mokoros



	savanna
	a tropical flatland having some scattered trees and drought-resistant plants

Savanna breeze


Practice

Students will take notes during the discussions, then use the notes as a reference during the construction of their essays and art projects. 

Assessment

Method of assessment is at the discretion of the teacher. Classroom discussion, completion of written assignments and art projects, and posting on the web page may all be sued for assessment purposes. The teacher may wish to create a rubric for evaluation of any or all components. 

Enhancements


Take students on a trip to the Virginia Zoo in Norfolk. Participate in the “From the Ground Up . . . Building A Zoo” program. 

Extensions 

Work with students to complete any of the following activities: 

	1.
	View web pages based on this lesson and created by other classes participating in the MAGIC 2000 Curriculum Project. Communicate comments on the web page via E-mail. 


	2.
	Make a two-column chart labeled “Things Found at the Zoo and in Africa” and “Things Only Found in Africa.” Have students list terms from the song in the appropriate column. Names of animals would go in the first column, but the Kalahari, Botswana, and other locations would go in the second column. 

	3. 
	Watch some of the instructional television programs available through WHRO Center for Telecommunications. See the Educational Resource Guide or call the station at 889-9400 for program schedules. 

• Animal Families, Videos 1-20. Each highlights a different species.

• Animals and How they Live, Videos 1-10. Each shows how animals interact within their habitat.

• Backyard Safari #1, Babies; #2, Birds; #3, Butterflies.

• Exploring the Diversity of Life #1, A World of Difference; #3, Life in Layers; #7 Not What They Seem

• A First Look At Series, #1, Birds; #4, Hyenas, jackals, and Lions, #5, Mammals, #6, Rhinos and Elephants, #8, Zebras, Wildebeests, and Impalas

• Wonderwise #2, Rainforest Ecologist; #2, African Plant Explore

• World of Nature, #2, Ed the Orphan Elephant; #4 Mountain Gorillas

• Animal Life and Beyond, Videos 1-9

	4. 
	Make a list of collective nouns, such as a school of fish, a string of pearls. One book to use as a reference is A Cache of Jewels by Ruth Heller. 

	5.
	Use the song as a springboard to studying animal habitats, characteristics, and life cycles. Information can be found in science texts, encyclopedias, and on the Internet. 

	6. 
	Find out more about Botswana, the setting of the song. One good website is http://www.ecoafrica.com. The website http://www.epinions.com also has information about the Tsodilo Hills. 

	7.
	For younger students, make a small word card for each word that ends a line of the song (sand, land, began, Kalahari, etc.) Have students work in pairs and sort the words by rhyming sound, initial consonant, number of syllables, etc. 


	8.
	Make a poster advertising the Zoo. 


About the Virginia Zoo

Contact: Deneen Hopkins, Education Department

3500 Granby Street

Norfolk, VA 23504-1329

Telephone: 757-626-0803



Fax: 757-625-1061

(from the Zoo brochures)

The Virginia Zoo offers informal science education programs designed to motivate students through interactive live animal presentations while promoting awareness and encouraging conservation of wildlife and the environment. 

All of the following programs are offered at the Virginia Zoo as an EdZoocation Program or at your school/site as an Outreach Program. All of our programs, where appropriate, are designed to correlate with the Virginia Standards of Learning. 

K-12 School and Group Programs

Mothers and Babies (45-60 minutes, Grades K-3)

The needs of young mammals, reptiles, and birds. (SOL K.6, 1.5. 2.4. 3.4)

Stayin’ Alive (45-60 minutes, grades K-6)

Animal defense strategies and the importance of shells, spikes, and poison. (SOL 3.4)

Animals Adapt (45 -60 minutes, grades K-7)

The ways reptiles birds, and mammals adapt to their environments. (SOL K.6, 1.5, 3.4, 4.5, LS.10)

Primate Behavior (45-60 minutes, grades K-12)

Complex behaviors of baboons, monkeys and gibbons. (SOL 3.4, LS.8, BIO)

From the Ground Up--Building a Zoo (K-12)

Compare zoo and natural habitats for a variety of animals. Using the zoo’s blueprint for the Okavango Delta expansion as an example, students design their own exhibits and learn that it takes a combination of wildlife biology, art, education, math, botany, and technology to build a zoo. (SOL LS.4, 8, 9, 10)

Feeding Frenzy in the Forest (90 minutes, Grads 3-7)

Tour of the nocturnal exhibit and the horticultural conservatory. Observation of animals and plants of the rain forest and information about food webs. (SOL 3.5, 4.5, 6.9, LS.7, LS.9)

The Hunters . . . and the Hunted (45-60 minutes, grades 3-12)

The complex relationship between predators and prey and the many adaptations animals have to hunt and survive being hunted. (SOL 3.4, 3.5, 4.5, LS 8, LS.9)

Organizing Organisms (45-60 minutes, grades 5-7)

Observation of animals to learn the importance of characteristics and the ways to classify organisms. (SOL 5.5, LS.3, LS.5, LS.9)

Wild, Wild Work (45-60 minutes, grades 7-12)

Career opportunities such as field biologist, zookeeper, veterinarian, wildlife photographer. 

Vanishing Giants (45-60 minutes, grades 7-12)

Endangered Species and efforts to preserve them. (SOL LS.12, BIO.8, .9)

Saving Endangered Species Tour 

See white rhinos, Siberian tigers, tapirs, lemurs, and white-handed gibbons. Learn about the reasons for their endangerment and efforts to secure their existence. (SOL 1.8, 3.10, 4.5, 6.11, LS.12, BIO.8, BIO.9)

Animals in Art Tour 

Joint program with the Chrysler Museum of Art. Tour the Museum and explore the portrayal of animas in art. Then visit the Zoo and compare how the animals actually look and behave. Call the Chrysler Museum at 664-6269 to schedule the museum tour.

Ernie Morgan Environmental Action Center 

Adjacent to the Zoo in Lafayette Park. Joint programs explore the relationship between a clean environment and wildlife conservation. 

Waste in Place

Uses an interdisciplinary approach to teach children about waste management, litter prevention, and recycling.

Spend a Night in the Wild

Explore the zoo grounds at night on a flashlight tour, visit the nocturnal exhibit and have an early-morning behind-the-scenes tour. 

Call the Education Department for information on fees and scheduling a program. 
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